
A collection of thirty classic riddles, some slightly 

modified for brevity or clarity. 

 

1 Remove the outside, cook the inside, eat the 

outside, throw away the inside. What is it?  (Corn) 

 

2 I have no top and I have no bottom, yet I grasp 

flesh, blood, and bone all at once. (Ring) 

 

3 What belong to you, but others use it more than 

you?  (Your name) 

 

4 The more you take, the more you leave behind. 

What are they? (Footsteps) 

 

5 My life can be measured in hours; I serve by 

being devoured. Thin, I am quick; fat, I am slow. 

Wind is my foe. (Candle) 

 

6 What comes once in a minute, twice in a moment, 

but never in a thousand years?   (the letter 'm') 

 

7 From the beginning of eternity. To the end of time 

and space. To the beginning of every end. And the 

end of every place. What am I?  (the letter 'e') 

 

8 I am the black child of a white father, a wingless 

bird, flying even to the clouds of heaven. I give 

birth to tears of mourning in pupils that meet me, 

even though there is no cause for grief. (Smoke) 

 

9 What can run but never walks, has a mouth but 

never talks, has a head but never weeps, has a bed 

but never sleeps?  (River) 

 

10 Poke your fingers in my eyes and I will open 

wide my jaws. Linen cloth, quills, or paper, my 

greedy lust devours them all.  (Scissors) 

 

11 Glittering points that downward thrust, Sparkling 

spears that never rust, What am I?  (Icicle)  

 

12 What's black when new, red when used, and 

white when you're all through with it? (Charcoal) 

 

13 What goes into the water black and comes out 

red?  (Lobster)  

 

14 What goes into the water red and comes out 

black? (Hot iron) 

15 What does man love more than life, fear more 

than death? What do the needy have and the content 

desire? What does the miser spend, the spendthrift 

save, and all carry to their grave?  (Nothing) 

 

16 What holds water yet is full of holes?  (Sponge) 

 

17 Who spends the day at the window, goes to the 

table for meals and hides at night? (A fly) 

 

18 Throw me food, and I will live; throw me water, 

and I will die. (Fire) 

 

19 Use a knife to slice my head and weep beside me 

when I am dead. (Onion) 

 

20 I'm the part of the bird that's not in the sky. I can 

swim in the ocean and yet remain dry. (Shadow) 

 

21 Go to the woods and get it. Sit down to seek it. 

Bring it home because you couldn't find it. (Sliver) 

 

22 I am weightless, but you can see me. Put me in a 

bucket, and I'll make it lighter. (Hole) 

 

23 I'm light as a feather, yet the strongest man can't 

hold me for much more than a minute. (Breath) 

 

24 Without a body, nor a beak.  Clipped, but flaps 

in the wind and dresses for a week. (Clothesline) 

 

25 Say my name and I disappear. (Silence) 

 

26 There is a green house. Inside the green there is a 

white house. Inside the white there is a red house. 

Inside the red there are many babies.  (Watermelon) 

 

27 They come at night without being called and are 

lost in the day without being stolen.  (Stars) 

 

28 A box with no hinges, latch or lid; inside a 

golden treasure is hid. (Egg) 

 

29 Thirty white horses on a red hill, first champ, 

then stamp, and then stand still.  (Teeth) 

 

30 Alive without breath, As cold as death,  

Clad in mail never clinking,  

Never thirsty, ever drinking. (Fish) 
Compiled by Dustin Brandt. http://fireinthejungle.wordpress.com 

http://fireinthejungle.wordpress.com/

